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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identicaUy disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ito 
(Japanese Publ. No. 05-083625) in view of Yokonuma (PCT No. WO 03/101092 Al). 

4. Regarding claim 1, Ito discloses a camera that is capable of capturing a still image during 
the capture of video image. More specifically and as it relates to the applicant's claims, Ito 
discloses a first notifying means (flash plate, 8; paragraph 0007) for visually notifying a subject 
that a photographic operation of a still image is to be performed when a release button (trigger 
switch, 6) is pushed during the photography of a moving image. 

Ito, however, fails to specifically disclose that the notifying means operates when the 
release button is pressed half-way down or that a photographic operation is performed when the 
release button is fully pressed. Yokonuma, on the other hand, discloses that it is well known in 
the art to start photographic preparations for a still image when a release button is pressed 



Application/Control Number: 10/566,987 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2622 

halfway down and to capture the still image when the release button if fully pressed. More 
specifically, Yokonuma discloses that during the capture of a moving image, a release button 
(40) is pressed to begin a still photographing preparation operation. See paragraph 0062. After 
the CCD has been prepared for photographing, the device monitors for the full depression of the 
release button (40). When a full press is detected the still image is captured. See Figure 2 and 
paragraph 0075. Such a preparation operation before the capture of the still image allows for the 
setting of optimal conditions for the still image capture. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to operate the camera of Ito with a release button that operates 
with a half press for photographing preparations and a full press to capture the image, so that an 
optimal still image is captured. Furthermore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
obvious to pop up the flash of Ito during the half press so that the flash is prepared for the still 
image capture. (Please note that U.S. Publ. No. 2005/0243 179 has been used in this discussion 
as it is a national stage entry of the PCX used in this rejection and is presumed to have the same 
disclosure) 

5. As for claim 3, Ito discloses that the first notifying means is a flash (flash plate, 8) that 
pops up when the release button is pressed. When taken in consideration with Yokonuma, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious to pop up the flash during a half press of the 
shutter button. See the discussion of claim 1 above. 



6. Claims 4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ito 
(Japanese Publ. No. 05-083625) in view of Yokonuma (PCT No. WO 03/101092 Al) and 



further in view of Havashi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6.944.345) . 
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7. Regarding claim 4, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, the combination of 
Ito and Yokonuma discloses all of the limitations of the parent claim. The aforementioned 
references however, fail to explicitly disclose that the settings related to the photography 
operation are displayed in a display portion when the release button is pressed half-way down. 
Hayashi, on the other hand, discloses that it is well known in the art to display focus settings for 
the capture of a still image when a release button is pressed halfway down. More specifically, 
Hayashi discloses in column 7, lines 14-30 that upon the half press of a release button (actuation 
assembly, 3 13) a focus area is displayed on the monitor (310) in order to inform the user of the 
focus position. The focus area is interpreted to be a setting related to the photography operation. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to enable a half press of 
the combined release button of Ito and Yokonuma to effect the display of a focus area setting so 
that the user is informed of the focus area used in the photographing operation. 

8. Claim 6 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 4. Please see the discussion of 
claim 4 above. 

9. Claims 7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ito 
(Japanese Publ. No. 05-083625) in view of Yokonuma (PCT No. WO 03/101092 Al) and 
further in view of Dow et al. (U.S. Publ. No. 2004/0090533). 

10. Regarding claim 7, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, the combination of 
Ito and Yokonuma discloses all of the limitations of the parent claim. The aforementioned 
references however, fail to explicitly disclose that a focus readjustment operation is performed 
when the release button is pressed halfway down or a second notifying means for notifying that 
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focus is corrected after the readjustment operation is completed. While Yokonuma discloses that 
the focus and exposure of the camera are locked, he fails to specifically disclose that the focus is 
readjusted. Dow, on the other hand, discloses that it is well known in the art to perform a focus 
readjustment operation in a combined still/moving image camera with the half press of a release 
button. More specifically, Dow discloses a camera (102) with a still image capture trigger (110). 
When the still image capture trigger is half pressed a focus operation is carried out (paragraph 
0020). Such an operation ensures that a highly focused still image is captured at the time of a 
still image shutter release. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to allow the combined camera of Ito and Yokonuma to 
perform a focus readjustment operation with the half press of the release button so that a highly 
focused still image is captured. 

Additionally, the combination of Ito and Yokonuma fails to specifically disclose the use 
of a second notifying means for notifying that the focus operation is complete. Official Notice is 
taken as to the fact that it is well known in the art to include a notifying means (i.e. LED 
indication or display icon) for indicating the image is in-focus. Such an indication provides the 
user with an indication that focus is complete and that the still image capture can be initiated, 
thereby preventing the capture of an out of focus image. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a second 
notifying means in the combined camera of Ito, Yokonuma, and Dow to indicate that the focus 
readjustment operation is complete so that the capture of an out of focus image is prevented. 
1 1 . Claim 9 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 4. Please see the discussion of 
claim 4 above. 
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12. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ito 
(Japanese Publ. No. 05-083625) in view of Yokonuma (PCT No. WO 03/101092 Al) and 
further in view of Havashi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6.944.345) and Dow et al. (U.S. Publ. No. 
2004/0090533) . 

13. Regarding claim 10, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 4, the combination of 
Ito, Yokonuma, and Hayashi disclose all of the limitations of the parent claim. The 
aforementioned references, however, fail to explicitly disclose that a focus readjustment 
operation is performed when the release button is pressed halfway down or a second notifying 
means for notifying that focus is corrected after the readjustment operation is completed. While 
Yokonuma discloses that the focus and exposure of the camera are locked, he fails to specifically 
disclose that the focus is readjusted. Dow, on the other hand, discloses that it is well known in 
the art to perform a focus readjustment operation in a combined still/moving image camera with 
the half press of a release button. More specifically, Dow discloses a camera (102) with a still 
image capture trigger (110). When the still image capture trigger is half pressed a focus 
operation is carried out (paragraph 0020). Such an operation ensures that a highly focused still 
image is captured at the time of a still image shutter release. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to allow the 
combined camera of Ito and Yokonuma to perform a focus readjustment operation with the half 
press of the release button so that a highly focused still image is captured. 

Additionally, the combination of Ito and Yokonuma fails to specifically disclose the use 
of a second notifying means for notifying that the focus operation is complete. Official Notice is 
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taken as to the fact that it is well known in the art to include a notifying means (i.e. LED 
indication or display icon) for indicating the image is in-focus. Such an indication provides the 
user with an indication that focus is complete and that the still image capture can be initiated, 
thereby preventing the capture of an out of focus image. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a second 
notifying means in the combined camera of Ito, Yokonuma, and Dow to indicate that the focus 
readjustment operation is complete so that the capture of an out of focus image is prevented. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

14. Claims 2, 5, and 8, are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

15. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding claim 2, the primary reason for indication of allowable subject matter is that 

the prior art fails to teach or reasonably suggest that the first notifying means is a light emitting 
means which lights up or flashes when the release button is pressed half-way down. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN M. VILLECCO whose telephone number is (571)272- 
73 19. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Iran can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/JOHN M. VILLECCO/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2622 
September 10, 2008 



